
March 2023 Newsletter

THE BUZZ

The Cactus Wren Block Watch is a part of the 
Cactus Park Community Alliance, which is a 
part of Phoenix District 1

At the State level, we are in
Arizona Legislative District 26

At the federal level, we are part of 
Arizona's 8th Congressional District

This is your neighborhood!

It’s up to each one of us to make it 
a neighborhood where we are 
proud to live. Get to know your 
neighbors; watch out for each 
other. Report issues to the city like 
broken street lights, graffiti, blight, 
and trash dumped in the alley. It’s 
everyone’s job to make our 
neighborhood safe and pleasant. 
Your block watch is a source of 
information as well as a group of 
neighbors that help each other.

Our next meeting will be held at the Cactus Wren Elementary 
School 6:30 to 8:30pm on March 23, 2023. The meeting will also 
be available on-line using ZOOM. The Meeting ID # is 372 983 
5023 and the Passcode is CWBW2023.

Hazardous Waste Pickup

Hazardous waste includes paint, chemicals, batteries and 
electronic equipment. These items should not be placed 
in your trash or your recyclables. Phoenix used to 
schedule Hazardous Waste Drop-off events (I’ve gone as 
far as Ahwatukee). Now Phoenix provides a yearly service 
where you can schedule a pickup of your hazardous 
waste materials and experts will come to your house to 
take this stuff off your hands. There are rules and limits to 
what they can collect so be sure to visit their website:

   https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworks/garbage/hazwaste 

Phoenix PD Mobile App

The Phoenix Police Department now has a mobile APP, 
bringing a variety of resources and information to one 
place. Users can use the app to access online reporting, 
crime statistics, precinct locations, phone numbers, 
career opportunities, virtual block watch, victims’ rights 
information, and more. Users can also turn on 
notifications from the precinct they live in to receive 
news updates and information on events in their area.

The APP is now available both in the Apple Store for 
iOS and in the Google Play Store for Android. Search 
for “Phoenix Police Department”.

http://www.cactuswrenbw.com/
https://cpcaaz.org/
https://www.phoenix.gov/district1
https://irc-az.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=424810a4667049388ef6df4f0c73098b&find=4428%2520North%252035Th%2520Avenue%252C%2520Phoenix%252C%2520Arizona%252C%252085017
https://irc-az.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=ffc3e1bac1ed4350923608ae8e3544c7&find=85086%252C%2520Phoenix%252C%2520Arizona
https://www.phoenix.gov/publicworks/garbage/hazwaste


Dinner With a Cop

Anzio’s had a full house on February 23. Several members of the Cactus Park Precinct arrived early 
and wandered about the restaurant talking to folks from around west Phoenix, including 12 members 
of the Cactus Wren Block Watch! Councilwoman Ann O’Brien and her staff were there as well. While 
the ownership of Anzio’s has changed hands recently, their dedication to our local police remains 
true. The number of customers showing their support for the Cactus Park Precinct filled the 
restaurant all evening long. Judging by the smiles on the officers faces, they truly appreciated the 
positive comments and encouraging remarks voiced by members of the community they serve. Of 
course, it doesn’t hurt that Anzio’s serves some of the best Italian food in Phoenix!

Wear BLUE on the 6th day of 
each month to show support 
of our PHOENIX POLICE 
OFFICERS!

We can all show our support 
on the same day. No need to 
gather at one place, we will 
be everywhere for all 
officers to see:

WE’VE GOT YOUR SIX!



Who Represents Us?

At the Federal level, each state has 2 senators and a number of representatives, depending on population. 
The senators from Arizona are:

Kyrsten Sinema (I)

https://www.sinema.senate.gov/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrsten_Sinema 

https://kyrstensinema.com/ 

Mark Kelly (D)

https://www.kelly.senate.gov

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Kelly 

https://markkelly.com/ 

Debbie Lesko (R)

https://lesko.house.gov 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debbie_Lesko 

https://debbieleskoforcongress.com/ 

At the State level, we are in the top left section of the 26th Legislative District. Each district has one Senator 
and two Representatives to the Arizona State Legislature.

Raquel Terán (D)

https://www.azleg.gov/senate-member/?legislature=56&legislator=2144

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raquel_Ter%C3%A1n 

https://raquelteran.com/ 

Our Representatives are:

Cesar Aguilar (D)

https://www.azleg.gov/house-member/?legislature=56&session=127&legislator=2146

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cesar_Aguilar 

https://www.aguilar4az.com/ 

Flavio Bravo (D)

https://www.azleg.gov/house-member/?legislature=56&session=127&legislator=2150

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavio_Bravo

https://www.flaviobravo.com/ 

Our Senator is:

We are a part of Arizona’s 8th Congressional District, which includes Sun City, Peoria, New River and 
Anthem; our current Representative is:

At all levels of government in America, we are not a democracy. We are a republic. We elect people to 
represent us. While the Executive branches get all the publicity, the laws of the land are established by 
our representatives. For the Cactus Wren Block Watch, here are the people we’ve elected.

At the City level, we are represented by one of eight City Council members depending on which district you 
live. We are at the southern end of District 1, which stretches north of the Carefree Highway. Our 
representative is:

Ann O’Brien

https://www.phoenix.gov/district1

https://voteannobrien.com/ 

https://www.sinema.senate.gov/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kyrsten_Sinema
https://kyrstensinema.com/
https://www.kelly.senate.gov/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Kelly
https://markkelly.com/
https://lesko.house.gov/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debbie_Lesko
https://debbieleskoforcongress.com/
https://www.azleg.gov/senate-member/?legislature=56&legislator=2144
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raquel_Ter%C3%A1n
https://raquelteran.com/
https://www.azleg.gov/house-member/?legislature=56&session=127&legislator=2146
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cesar_Aguilar
https://www.aguilar4az.com/
https://www.azleg.gov/house-member/?legislature=56&session=127&legislator=2150
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flavio_Bravo
https://www.flaviobravo.com/
https://www.phoenix.gov/district1
https://voteannobrien.com/


Neighborhood Crime Stats
Phoenix provides crime statistics for free using 
Lexis/Nexis. The screenshot below shows crime in our 
neighborhood during the months of September through 
December. As usual, most of the neighborhood crime 
is concentrated at 35th Ave and Dunlap. Lock your 
homes and vehicles and watch for any suspicious 
behavior.

https://communitycrimemap.com/


Police Scanner Reference: https://www.radioreference.com/db/browse/ctid/100#scid-49947

City Council District 1 Meeting

When: March 20 @ 7:30 am - 9:00 am

Where: The DoubleTree at MetroCenter

10220 N Metro Pkwy E

Register: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D1CommunityMeeting 

Come for breakfast and hear what’s going on in 
District 1 with Councilwoman Ann O’Brien. Check in 
at 7:30; meeting starts at 8. Please fill out the 
registration form SEPARATELY for EACH member 
of your family planning to attend. Thank you!

Cactus Park Community Alliance

The Cactus Park Community Alliance was organized to bring together neighborhood groups located 
within the Cactus Park Police Precinct. CPCA facilitates interactions between neighborhoods, 
government, and law enforcement; focusing on crime prevention and quality of life improvements 
within the Cactus Park Precinct service area. Their next meeting is March 29 @ 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm at 
Cortez High School 8828 N 31 Av. The meeting will feature The Phoenix Fire Department.  For more 
info, browse to their website here: https://cpcaaz.org/

I Recycle PHX Event

I Recycle PHX is a drive-through event where folks 
can drop off items for recycling, repurposing, donating. 
They accept electronics, do paper shredding, take 
clothing, canned food. bicycles, and teacher supplies 
like old binders and things they use for art projects.  
They’ve actually been doing this event 12 years now!  
They hit various locations around the City.  It’s open to 
everyone, folks don’t have to be City of Phoenix Public 
Works customers.  Although Public Works supports 
this event for us and is a partner.  Other partners 
include: Westech Recyclers, Treasure 4 Teachers, 
Security Data Destruction, Nourish PHX, and Bike 
Saviours. For more info: phoenixrecycles.org

https://www.radioreference.com/db/browse/ctid/100#scid-49947
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/D1CommunityMeeting
https://cpcaaz.org/
https://www.keepphxbeautiful.org/i-recycle-phoenix/
https://www.phoenix.gov/police/joinphxpd


Home Security Checklist 
 

Use this guide as you check your home for safety measures.  A box marked “no” indicates areas where you 
could take action to improve your home’s security. These are just some of the steps you can take to decrease 
the likelihood that you or your home will be targeted.   

Front of House N/A Yes No 

The address easily visible and readable from a distance in a contrasting color from background?    
Illuminated after dark? 

   

The front windows and doors are visible to your neighbors and passers-by?     
Landscaping is properly maintained to allow open sightlines and eliminate hiding places?   
Bushes shorter than 36 inches, Trees limbed up to 7 feet or higher, shrubs near windows maintained below windowsill. 

   

There are no areas of easy concealment    
The gate is kept locked    
There are no objects that could be used to climb over my fence   
trash cans, utility boxes, shorter fences, benches, trees place too close to fence etc. 

   

Yard is properly maintained, and the house appears occupied.  
no flyers on the doors, old newspapers, trash etc. 

   

There are no dark areas at night that could hide prowlers    
There is a working light near the front door to illuminate visitors     
Outdoor lights are on at night even when someone is not home (photocell, timer, or motion detector)    
The lights are installed or designed to illuminate downward and not create glare that could impair 
offsite surveillance  

   

 

Exterior Doors and Windows N/A Yes No 

Doors    
All doors are kept locked at night and when leaving the house (even if just for a few minutes)    
There are no unsecured house keys left outside the house (not under matt, in mail box, planter etc.), 
Any “emergency” key it is in a lock box or in the possession of a trusted neighbor 

   

There are no objects readily available to use to force entry into the house (large rocks, bricks etc.)    
Doors are of solid construction or metal clad    
The door frames are in good repair and the door fits tight    
The front door has a wide angle eye viewer / peephole      
There are no mail slots, pet doors or other openings within reach of the door lock (40 inches)    
The doors have a properly installed deadbolt lock with a 1 inch “throw”       
The keys have been changes since moving in.     
The strike plates are properly installed using 2 to 3 in screws securing it to the wall’s frame work    
The deadbolt extends into the strike plate far enough that the lock “clicks”    
Out-swinging doors have the proper hinges (non-removable pins, tabbed, set screw etc.)    
Double doors have a slide/drop bolt top and bottom on the fixed door with properly installed strike 
plates  

   

Sliding doors (aka arcadia doors) cannot be lifted from the track in the closed position     
Sliding doors manufacture’s locks work properly and have a secondary lock/latch in place  
( ”Charlie bar” pin, slide bolt, dowel etc.) 

   

Windows    
All windows are closed and latched when no one is home    
Windows have two locks or latches either from the manufacturer or with an aftermarket secondary 
lock/latch. 

   

Sliding windows cannot be lifted from their track in the closed position    
Casement (crank open) windows have properly functioning hardware and the latching lever engages 
the window 

   

 

 



Home Security Checklist 
Garages and Carports N/A Yes No 

The door from the house to an attached garage is securable like an exterior door listed above     
The door between the house and the attached garage is kept locked    
The garage door is never left open and unattended     
Open carports are not used to store valuables    
Attic entrances from a carport are secured with a lock     

 

Back Yard N/A Yes No 

Tools, ladders, bicycles, equipment is secured in a locked shed or garage when not in use    
All gates to the back yard are kept locked    
The alley fence has the address on it    
There are no objects that could easily be used to climb over the alley fence   
trash cans, utility boxes, shorter fences, benches, trees place too close to fence etc. 

   

There is no pet door leading into the house    
 

Other Security Measures N/A Yes No 
Timer or photocell activated interior lights are set up when away from the home for an extended 
period of time  

   

There is a current inventory list of valuables including photographs and serial numbers, and 
valuables are marked or engraved as is appropriate for each item 

   

If an alarm system is installed it is regularly maintained and tested    
All adults with authorized access to the house have been properly trained in the operation of the 
alarms system (cancelling false alarms, pass codes etc.) 

   

Important documents, jewelry, and other items of high value are kept in a safe or safe deposit box.    
Residents participate in a neighborhood watch and/or know the neighbors on all sides     

 

 
 

NOTES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The above suggestions are made as a public service, for the purpose of reducing the likelihood of 
criminal activity with the understanding that there is no way to predict or prevent all crime risks.



IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY Police/Fire 911

Police CRIME STOP 602-262-6151

Police General Information 602-262-7626

SILENT WITNESS 480-WITNESS / 480-948-6377
Mayor Kate Gallego 602-262-7111
D1 Councilmember Ann O’Brien 602-262-7444
Abandoned Shopping Cart 602-CRT-PKUP
Abandoned Vehicle on street 602-262-6151
AZ Humane Society 8am-6pm 602-997-7585

Barking Dogs 602-262-6466

Complaints on Mosquitoes 602-506-6616

Dead Animal Pickup 602-262-6791

Dial-A-Ride 602-253-5300

Gang Hotline 602-534-4264

Garbage Collection 602-262-7251

General Investigations 602-262-6141

GRAFFITI Busters Hotline 602-534-4444

Green Swimming Pools 602-506-6616

Illegal Dumping 602-262-7251

Liquor Complaints 602-438-6625

Loud Party Reporting 602-262-6151

Narcotic Complaints 602-275-5886

Parking Complaints 602-262-6151

Poison Control 602-253-3334

Prostitution (Vice) Hotline 602-426-1231

Rabies/Animal Control 602-506-7387

Spay Neuter Hotline 602-265-7729

Speeding/Traffic Hotline 602-534-7733

Street Light Maintenance 602-495-5125

Street Repairs 602-262-6441

Traffic Signal malfunction 602-262-6021

Traffic Signs damage 602-262-4659

Transient Enforcement 602-534-4444
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