
October 2022 Newsletter

THE BUZZ

The Cactus Wren Block Watch is a part of the 
Cactus Park Community Alliance, which is a 
part of Phoenix District 1

At the State level, we are in
Arizona Legislative District 20* being 
represented by Senator Paul Boyer, 
Representative Shawnna Bolick, and 
Representative Judy Schwiebert

At the federal level, we are part of 
Arizona's 6th Congressional District*

(*Note: the districts are changing in 2023; see 
details on the next page)

This is your neighborhood!

It’s up to each one of us to make it 
a neighborhood where we are 
proud to live. Get to know your 
neighbors; watch out for each 
other. Report issues to the city like 
broken street lights, graffiti, blight, 
and trash dumped in the alley. It’s 
everyone’s job to make our 
neighborhood safe and pleasant. 
Your block watch is a source of 
information as well as a group of 
neighbors that help each other.

Our next meeting will be held at the Cactus Wren Elementary 
School 6:30 to 8:30pm on October 6, 2022. The meeting will also 
be available on-line using ZOOM. The Meeting ID # is 372 983 
5023 and the Passcode is CWBW 2022. Come join us!

10/15 2-4pm – GAIN day for us. Bring ideas about what to do 
with available grant money. This is a ZOOM-only event so look 
up an inch or so on this page for the details about how to join.

NEW TRASH PICKUP DAYS
Starting this month, Phoenix changed our trash pickup day from 
every Thursday to every Wednesday

Message from Councilwoman Ann O'Brien

Every week, our District 1 Councilwoman emails out a 
newsletter with information about our schools, libraries, 
parks, and legislative agenda. It’s a tradition handed down by 
former Councilwoman Thelda Williams. Here’s a sample from 
a recent newsletter:

...shutout to Councilman DiCiccio for his efforts and work with 
County Attorney Rachel Mitchell for pushing a new County 
policy that will require prison time for any individual who 
commits a crime with a weapon. We are all working to curb 
the increased gun violence happening in this City and we are 
asking for your help as well.

You can get on Ann’s mailing list by visiting this website:

https://www.phoenix.gov/district1site/Pages/newslettersignup
.aspx

http://www.cactuswrenbw.com/
https://cpcaaz.org/
https://www.phoenix.gov/district1
https://www.azleg.gov/images/LegislativeDistrictMaps/LegislativeDistrict20.pdf
https://www.azleg.gov/senate-member/?legislature=55&session=125&legislator=1974
https://www.azleg.gov/house-member/?legislature=55&session=125&legislator=2045
https://www.azleg.gov/house-member/?legislature=55&session=125&legislator=2070
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arizona%27s_6th_congressional_district
https://www.phoenix.gov/district1site/Pages/newslettersignup.aspx
https://www.phoenix.gov/district1site/Pages/newslettersignup.aspx


Redistricting
Every 10 years, the United States performs a census of all the people living in the country. 
Most states use this data to draw lines separating the population into contiguous regions 
having equal populations. These regions are called ‘Districts’.

Arizona has an Independent Redistricting Commission (https://irc.az.gov/) assigned to this 
task. This body consists of 2 republicans, 2 democrats and 1 independent. They released the 
previous set of maps in 2011. They released the new maps earlier this year. 

If you go to the Arizona website https://www.azleg.gov/findmylegislator/ this year, you will be 
given the choice of finding your district depending on the 2011 or 2022 maps. At the time of 
this writing, your current districts are found in the 2011 map. In 2023, your district can be 
found in the 2022 map.

For the 2022 election, you will be electing representatives from the districts shown in the 
2022 map because these officials start their term in 2023 when the new maps go into effect. 
However, if you want to write to your current representative, you need to use the older maps.

There are 2 sets of districts: Congressional and Legislative. The Congressional districts are 
for electing representatives to the US House of Representatives. The Legislative districts are 
for electing Representatives and Senators to the state houses. Note that Arizonans elect 
State Senators by district but everyone votes on the same slate of US Senators.

In Arizona, there are 9 Congressional Districts (CD) and 30 Legislative Districts (LD). Our 
neighbor hood is being moved from CD 6 to CD 8 and from LD 20 to LD 26. The LD maps 
are shown below. The CD maps are shown on the following page.

The interesting part of this redistricting, for our neighborhood, is that while we were in the 
same CD district as Scottsdale and Cave Creek, the new district encompasses Sun City 
West and Lake Pleasant. Meanwhile our neighborhood moved from being the southern part 
of LD 20 to being the northern part of LD 26.

  

Arizona 26th Legislative District - 2023Arizona 20th Legislative District - 2011

https://irc.az.gov/
https://www.azleg.gov/findmylegislator/


Arizona 8th Congressional District - 2023Arizona 6th Congressional District - 2011

Arizona Congressional Districts - 2011 Arizona Congressional Districts - 2023



Neighborhood Crime Stats

Phoenix provides crime statistics for free using 
Lexis/Nexis. The screenshot below shows crime in 
our neighborhood during the months of July and 
August. There appears to be more home burglaries 
this summer. Lock your doors and make sure the 
area around your home is well lit.

https://communitycrimemap.com/


2023 Phoenix GO Bonds
General Obligation (GO) Bonds allow the City of Phoenix to pay for major capital improvements 
having a public purpose, such as public safety facilities, parks, libraries and community centers, arts 
and cultural facilities, street and storm drainage improvements, and affordable housing. GO Bonds 
are sold to investors and the proceeds from the sale of these bonds are used to pay for capital 
projects. GO Bond funds cannot be used for everyday operating costs for programs such as softball 
leagues, classes at senior centers, police officers or fire fighters. Such operating expenses are paid 
for by annual revenue that support City of Phoenix General and Special Revenue Funds such as 
transaction privilege tax revenue and fees for service.

The City of Phoenix chooses a set of projects into a GO Bond and places the whole package into an 
initiative that the citizens approve, yes or no; we cannot select which projects to approve at that time. 
However, we can get involved in determining which projects are selected before the package is 
created. The city has created a website where you can select which projects you think are important 
and which ones you think are not: https://www.phoenix.gov/bond. Use the GOPHXTOOL to see 
what’s in the list and say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to each project.

Cactus Park Precinct At Stake
Of particular interest to our neighborhood is the Public Safety project “Cactus Park Precinct & 
Northern Command Center Relocation”. The current Cactus Precinct has outgrown its facilities at 
Cactus Rd and 39th Ave. This project hopes to replace it with a bigger, more modern facility. We 
highly recommend using the GOPHXTOOL to vote ‘yes’ on this project. Rumor has it that the new 
site for the 10 acre facility could be somewhere on the 310 acres of the old Metrocenter Mall site; 
this is certainly the opportune time for that negotiation. 

https://www.phoenix.gov/bond


Police Scanner Reference: https://www.radioreference.com/db/browse/ctid/100#scid-49947

KIA CHALLENGE

In July 2022, videos began to surface on 
the social media site TikTok explaining 
design flaws in certain Kia and Hyundai 
vehicles, and how to steal the vehicles 
using a USB charging cord. The videos 
went viral and a new “TikTok challenge” 
was born. The challenge is to steal a 
vehicle using a USB charging cord, 
which is commonly found inside the 
vehicle. As a reminder, park in a well-lit 
area if possible, always lock your vehicle 
with the windows rolled up, and do not 
leave valuables inside your vehicle, 
especially in plain view.

Angels on Patrol
Not every call requires an arrest, most times it requires 
a crisis intervention. Officers want to help beyond their 
official capacity and often times reach into their own 
pocket to do so when they encounter barriers. That’s 
when Angels on Patrol steps in, helping to stabilize the 
immediate crisis then connecting to community 
resources. Founded in 2009 by Phoenix Police Lt. 
Jacqui MacConnell after rescuing three children in one 
of the most horrific abuse cases she had ever 
experienced as a police officer. Since then, more than 
18,000 lives have been touched by Angels on Patrol, 
with approximately 2,300 people helped each year in 
cities across the Valley.

For more info: https://angelsonpatrol.org

https://www.radioreference.com/db/browse/ctid/100#scid-49947
https://angelsonpatrol.org/
https://www.phoenix.gov/police/joinphxpd


2022-23 BULK TRASH PICKUP SCHEDULE

FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION, VISIT: 
PHOENIX.GOV/PUBLICWORKS/BULKTRASH

Area Placement 
Begins On  

Collection 
Week* 

1 

Nov. 12, ‘2 2 
Feb. 11,  ‘23 
May 13,  ‘23 
Aug. 12, ‘23 

Nov. 21, ‘2 2 
Feb. 20,  ‘23 
May 22,  ‘23 
Aug. 21, ‘23 

2 

Nov. 19 , ‘2 2 
Feb. 18,  ‘23 
May 20,  ‘23 
Aug. 19 , ‘23 

Nov. 28 , ‘2 2 
Feb. 27,  ‘23 
May 29 , ‘23 
Aug. 28, ‘23 

3 

Nov. 26, ‘2 2 
Feb. 25,  ‘23 
May 27,  ‘23 
Aug. 26, ‘23 

Dec. 5,  ‘22 
Mar. 6,  ‘23 
Jun. 5,  ‘23 
Sept. 4,  ‘23 

4 

Dec. 3,  ‘22 
Mar. 4,  ‘23 
Jun. 3,  ‘23 
Sep. 2,  ‘23 

Dec. 12, ‘2 2 
Mar. 13,  ‘23 
Jun. 12,  ‘23 
Sept. 11,  ‘23 

5 

Dec. 10 , ‘2 2 
Mar. 11,  ‘23 
Jun. 10,  ‘23 
Sept.  9,  ‘23 

Dec. 19 , ‘2 2 
Mar. 20,  ‘23 
Jun. 19 , ‘23 
Sept. 18, ‘23 

6 

Dec. 17, ‘2 2 
Mar. 18,  ‘23 
Jun. 17,  ‘23 
Sept. 16,  ‘23 

Dec. 26, ‘2 2 
Mar. 27,  ‘23 
Jun. 26,  ‘23 
Sept. 25,  ‘23 

7 

Dec. 24, ‘2 2 
Mar. 25,  ‘23 
Jun. 24,  ‘23 
Sept. 23,  ‘23 

Jan.  2, ‘23 
Apr. 3,  ‘23 
Jul. 3,  ‘23 
Oct. 2,  ‘23 

8 

Dec.31, ‘22 
Apr. 1,  ‘23 
Jul. 1,  ‘23 

 Sept.30, ‘2 3 

Jan. 9,  ‘23 
Apr. 10,  ‘23 
Jul. 10,  ‘23 
Oct. 9, ‘23 

9 

Jan. 7,  ‘23 
Apr. 8,  ‘23 
Jul. 8,  ‘23 
Oct. 7,  ‘23 

Jan. 16,  ‘23 
Apr. 17,  ‘23 
Jul. 17,  ‘23 
Oct. 16 , ‘23 

10 

Jan. 14, ‘23 
Apr. 15,  ‘23 
Jul. 15,  ‘23 
Oct. 14,  ‘23 

Jan. 23,  ‘23 
Apr. 24,  ‘23 
Jul. 24,  ‘23 
Oct. 23,  ‘23 

11 

Jan. 21,  ‘23 
Apr. 22,  ‘23 
Jul. 22,  ‘23 
Oct. 21,  ‘23 

Jan. 30, ‘23 
May 1,  ‘23 
Jul. 31, ‘23 
Oct. 30,  ‘23 

12 

Jan. 28,  ‘23 
Apr. 29 , ‘23 
Jul. 29 , ‘23 
Oct. 28,  ‘23 

Feb. 6, ‘23 
May 8,  ‘23 
Aug. 7, ‘23 
Nov. 6,  ‘23 

13 

Feb. 4,  ‘23 
May 6,  ‘23 
Aug. 5, ‘23 
Nov. 4,  ‘23 

Feb. 13,  ‘23 
May 15,  ‘23 
Aug. 14, ‘23 
Nov. 13, ‘2 3 

* All piles must be placed out the day before your ‘Collection Week‘ begins



BULK TRASH PLACEMENT 

PHOENIX.GOV/PUBLICWORKS/BULKTRASH

HAVE LOTS OF GREEN OR GARDEN WASTE? 
YOU OR YOUR LANDSCAPERS CAN BRING IT TO 

ONE OF THE CITY’S TRANSFER STATIONS DIRECTLY.
VISIT PHOENIX.GOV/PUBLICWORKS FOR 

TRANSFER STATION HOURS.

IMPORTANT 
SERVICE DATES
Note these changes:
Service is not provided on the following date. 
Every collection day moves one day later. 

Thanksgiving Day (Nov. 24, 2022)
* Thanksgiving Day is on a Thursday, therefore, collection 

will occur on Friday. Friday will occur on Saturday.

Regular pickup:
The City works a regular collection 
schedule on:

Juneteenth

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Presidents' Day 

Cesar Chavez Day

Memorial Day

Independence Day

Labor Day 

Veterans Day 

ILLEGAL DUMPING
IF YOU SUSPECT ILLEGAL DUMPING IN PROGRESS, 

REPORT INCIDENT TO CRIME STOP AT 602-262-6151.

IF ILLEGAL DUMPING IS NOT IN PROGRESS, REPORT 
INCIDENT TO PHOENIX CUSTOMER SERVICES AT 

602-262-6251.

DO:
Follow the dates for bulk trash placement.

Sweep or rake area after collection, 
if necessary.

Securely bag or box all grass, leaves, 
weeds, twigs and hedge clippings before 
placing out for bulk trash.

Cut tree trimmings down to less than 12” 
in diameter and 4’ in length.

Place broken down cardboard in your 
recycle container.

DON’T INCLUDE:
More than 20 cubic yards in your pile, 
which is similar to the size of a SUV.

More than 25 pounds of construction 
and/or demolition waste.

Household hazardous waste (HHW), 
such as antifreeze, pool chemicals, oil, 
batteries and paint.

Tires, any shape or size. 

Appliances that use refrigerants. 

/PHXPublicworks

@TalkingTrashPHX

@TalkingTrashPHX

property line only. Avoid touching wall and blocking alley 
access.

Para una versión en español, vaya a

Place on the edge of your property.

Do not place piles on top of water meters.

Place along alley wall.

If you have curbside collection, crews will only pick up piles placed 
close to the edge of the property. Crews can only reach up to 5 feet 
onto your property. Do not place piles near fixed objects.

For a complete list of Dos and 
Don’ts, visit 
phoenix.gov/publicworks/bulktrash



WESD is Hiring Substitutes
The Washington Elementary School District 
(WESD) Governing Board recently approved an 
increase for substitute pay from $100 per day to 
$140 per day! In addition, long-term pay will be 
increased from $130 per day to $185 per day! As a 
WESD substitute teacher, you can enjoy new and 
increased pay rates, experience working with 
students in various grade levels, flexible scheduling, 
and much more! To apply to be a substitute teacher, 
visit jobs.wesdschools.org or contact 
Human.Resources@wesdschools.org.

https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?de75ef719960e465b516d2b93b6cdf51ddc724a2c47e41a15bb77ddbba464ba3
https://action.phoenix.gov/c1.pl?3f41eb2e87151f75c385456234946b9dae04a95063252038ed79927525acdc41


IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY Police/Fire 911
Police CRIME STOP 602-262-6151
Police General Information 602-262-7626
SILENT WITNESS 480-WITNESS / 480-948-6377
Mayor Kate Gallego 602-262-7111
D1 Councilmember Ann O’Brien 602-262-7444
Abandoned Shopping Cart 602-CRT-PKUP
Abandoned Vehicle on street 602-262-6151
AZ Humane Society 8am-6pm 602-997-7585
Barking Dogs 602-262-6466
Complaints on Mosquitoes 602-506-6616
Dead Animal Pickup 602-262-6791
Dial-A-Ride 602-253-5300
Gang Hotline 602-534-4264
Garbage Collection 602-262-7251
General Investigations 602-262-6141
GRAFFITI Busters Hotline 602-534-4444
Green Swimming Pools 602-506-6616
Illegal Dumping 602-262-7251
Liquor Complaints 602-438-6625
Loud Party Reporting 602-262-6151
Narcotic Complaints 602-275-5886
Parking Complaints 602-262-6151
Poison Control 602-253-3334
Prostitution (Vice) Hotline 602-426-1231
Rabies/Animal Control 602-506-7387
Spay Neuter Hotline 602-265-7729
Speeding/Traffic Hotline 602-534-7733
Street Light Maintenance 602-495-5125
Street Repairs 602-262-6441
Traffic Signal malfunction 602-262-6021
Traffic Signs damage 602-262-4659
Transient Enforcement 602-534-4444
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