March 2022 Newsletter

THE BUZZ
Phoenix council is dedicating almost 6 million dollars to the
27th Ave Corridor Initiative. The plan includes Metrocenter,
which has recently announced plans for redevelopment.
We’ve heard this before but this time the expansion of Light
Rail to Metrocenter might give the developers a bit more
incentive. Still, anyone who’s been to that area lately is aware
that there seem to be a lot more homeless; certainly more
than there were a few short years ago. One thing we all can
do to help the situation is to stop giving money to the
panhandlers occupying every major intersection. If you
seriously want to help, start by looking into
Help for the Homeless or see our list on the next page.

Next Meeting: March 24, 2022, 6:30pm
In-person:
Cactus Wren Elementary School
9650 N. 39th Ave.

This is your neighborhood!

On-line:
https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID = 372 983 5023
Passcode = CWBW2022
The primary speaker will be Senator Paul Boyer, who will
bring us up to date on current legislation being considered
in State Government. Jennifer Rouse, Chariwoman of the
Phoenix Block Watch Advisory Board, will explain their role
in supporting BW's. Ann O'Brien will update us on what is
happening in the City of Phoenix. Austin Diaz, our CAO,
will speak to current criminal activities in our neighborhood.

It’s up to each one of us to make it
a neighborhood where we are
proud to live. Get to know your
neighbors; watch out for each
other. Report issues to the city like
broken street lights, graffiti, blight,
and trash dumped in the alley. It’s
everyone’s job to make our
neighborhood safe and pleasant.
Your block watch is a source of
information as well as a group of
neighbors that help each other.

The Cactus Wren Block Watch is a part
of the Cactus Park Community Alliance,
which is a part of Phoenix District 1
At the State level, we are in
Arizona Legislative District 20 being
represented by Senator Paul Boyer,
Representative Shawnna Bolick, and
Representative Judy Schwiebert
At the federal level, we are part of
Arizona's 6th Congressional District

GIVE TO SHELTERS,
NOT TO INDIVIDUALS
To end panhandling, we have to end directly giving to
people panhandling. Phoenix is full of compassionate
and charitable citizens. They want to help those in need.
However, giving money to people panhandling doesn’t fix
problems. In order to truly help those in need, stop giving
money to panhandlers and instead support organizations
and services that provide long-lasting care:
●

Central Arizona Shelter Services

●

Andre House

●

Salvation Army

●

St. Joseph The Worker

●

UMOM New Day Centers

●

The Phoenix Rescue Mission

●

St. Mary’s Food Bank

For more organizations and information that can provide
housing, or other services, please visit the Homeless
Shelter Directory at:
●

Phoenix, AZ Homeless Shelters

●

Healthy Giving Council

Plan for Extended I-17 Ramp and Northbound Frontage Road Closures
The Arizona Department of Transportation advises drivers who use Interstate 17 in the area of Thunderbird and Greenway
roads to plan for ramp closures beginning 10 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 16 and continuing through fall 2022.
ADOT urges drivers to slow down and use caution around construction personnel and equipment while the following
restrictions are in place:
The northbound I-17 on-ramp at Thunderbird Road and off-ramp at Greenway Road will be closed.
Detour: Drivers can use 35th or 19th avenues to Cactus or Greenway roads to access northbound I-17
The northbound I-17 frontage road between Thunderbird and Greenway roads will be closed.
Detour: Drivers can use 35th and 19th avenues as alternate routes.
The southbound I-17 frontage road between Thunderbird and Cactus roads, as well as the on-ramp at Thunderbird Road
and off-ramp at Cactus Road will remain closed through late spring 2022.
Detours: Southbound drivers can exit I-17 at Thunderbird Road and use 35th or 19th avenues to access Cactus Road.
Drivers can use 35th or 19th avenues to Greenway or Cactus roads to access southbound I-17.
Periodic weekend and overnight closures of Greenway Road will also be required. ADOT will provide more details prior to
these closures.
The closures are needed to install a new storm drain along the frontage road and connect it to the Arizona Canal Diversion
Channel north of Dunlap Avenue.

Getting Involved in the Community
The Cactus Wren Block Watch (CWBW) is proud of our
neighborhood. We are actively involved in projects to help
keep the community clean and safe. Our meetings are
open to everyone but we are more than just talk.
You may see our members throughout the neighborhood
hanging signs and cleaning streets and alleyways. Some
members walk the streets regularly, ensuring lighting is
maintained and the streets are clear and reporting any
‘broken windows’.
Using City of Phoenix grant money, our block watch has
partnered with the Cactus Park precinct to help our CAO’s
obtain things the city is not able to provide for them. One
of the items is a 10 foot tall inflatable officer, a pop-up to
provide shade and other items used in communityrelations (see photo below). The CWBW is proud to be
able to help out wherever we can.

Sign Installation/Replacement

Neighborhood Clean Up

Saturday, Mar 19 2022 at 7:30 AM
If you are able, come join other CWBW volunteers to
help replace and install replacement signs throughout
our neighborhood. We will meet at the Cactus Wren
Elementary School south parking lot at 07:30 am.
Please bring gloves!!! We will provide water and all the
tools/ladders necessary to break up into two teams!!!
Exact locations for replacement installations are not
available at this time....normally we are completed by
10:30 to 11:00 am.

Saturday Apr 23 2022 at 7:30 AM
Please join other CWBW volunteers work to help clean up our neighborhood. We will meet at the Cactus Wren
Elementary School at 07:30 am in the South Parking lot to discuss the mornings activities. Please bring gloves.
Water, equipment should be available to get tasks accomplished. The exact location to be cleaned up still needs to be
finalized!!! We are normally completed with the clean up activity by 10:30 or 11:00 am.

Neighborhood Crime Stats
Phoenix provides crime statistics for free using
Lexis/Nexis. You can view the crimes in your
neighborhood by date range and crime type. Shown
below is our neighborhood crime stats for January
and February of 2022. See the legend to the right: If
there is more than one crime in an area, there will
be an icon displaying a number instead of a picture.
The icons are placed in the general area of the
crime, not at the exact location.

Police Shortage
Phoenix City Council has approved the budget for 3125 police officers. We are about 400 officers
short. If you know anyone who is interested in becoming a police officer, now’s the time get a hiring
bonus!
Those applications and recruits aren’t coming in fast enough so the police, in cooperation with ASU,
have been studying ways to spread the load. Unfortunately, one of the ways is to reassign certain
types of police officers, like some of our CAOs, who have been dedicated points of contact between
neighborhood groups (like our blockwatch) and the police.
These CAOs have been approachable, honest, and responsive. They know who to trust to keep
them informed of what’s going on in the neighborhood and they provide feedback to the us and to
their superiors ensuring open 2-way communication. They can provide pro-active assistance
BEFORE problems become emergencies. Now half of those CAOs will go back to patrolling the
streets, providing re-active assistance instead.
Our City Council has also approved a
budget for Police Drones. These tools
can help police gather real-time
information, possibly filling in for some
of those annoying helicopters that wake
us up in the middle of the night. While
some might rightly voice concerns
about spying and voyeurism, with
proper procedures and oversight – and
some reciprocal trust – drones can
become another useful tool.
The best way to build trust is by getting
to know one another. Know that each
police officer is just another human
being raising their family and buying
groceries. There are a few ways to get
to know them: say hi or smile and wave
when you pass them on the street;
thank them when you see them at
Denny’s; come to a blockwatch meeting
where we often see a friendly officer or
two; try attending a ‘Coffee with a Cop’
event. I promise you, once you get to
know them, you’ll feel better about
giving them a little more trust.

CACTUS PARK PRECINCT

PHOENIX POLICE DEPARTMENT

‘COFFEE WITH A COP’

APRIL 13TH, 2022| 8:30 A.M.
RONNIE’S CAFÉ: 4323 WEST CACTUS ROAD

Join your Cactus Park Precinct at
Ronnie’s Café for an opportunity to meet
Commander Wickers and your Community
Action Officers. This is a great way to meet
other active community members and get
involved in your neighborhood!
We look forward to seeing you all there.

Phoenix Neighborhood Services Department
602-534-4444

BLIGHT AND ZONING LAWS
STRUCTURES: The maintenance of a home is the responsibility of the property owner.
Any wood, siding, shingles, roof covering, railings, fences, walls, ceilings, porches,
doors, windows, screens and other exterior parts of any structure on the property must
be maintained in weather tight, sound condition and in good repair. The property owner
is responsible for making sure there are no doors or windows left open and not secure
to the outside. FOR HELP call the Preservation Division of the Neighborhood Services
Dept. at 602-495-0700 to see if you qualify for a free Grant!
OUTDOOR STORAGE: All outside storage that can be seen from the street should be
inside sheds or cabinets. Items should not be set in car ports in view of the street.
Please use enclosed areas or backyards.
JUNK, TRASH & DEBRIS: Junk, trash and debris cannot be left in the yard or car port
and must be properly disposed of. This includes junk auto parts, appliances, furniture,
building and/or landscaping material, trash such as discarded papers, cardboard,
plastics, etc. including tree trimmings and fallen limbs or any other items that appear to
have been discarded. The only exception is during the Bulk Trash Collection weeks four
times a year.
PARKING: Parking is only permitted for passenger cars and motorcycles on residential
streets, on driveways or in garages. A driveway or parking area must be constructed
with an approved dust free parking surface. The stone must be1/4 -3/4 in size with a
permanent border holding it in. 1/4 minus size stone is not allowed for parking. There
are limits to the amount of front yard area that can be used for parking. No more than
45% of the front yard may be converted to driveway or dust free parking.
GRASS AND WEEDS: Grass and weeds must not be allowed to grow over 6 inches
high due to fire hazard, allowing the weeds to go to seed and spreading throughout the
neighborhood and insect infestation.
ELIMINATE GRAFFITI: Keeping the neighborhood graffiti free is something we can all
do. If there is graffiti on your property, please remove it as soon as possible. The Graffiti
Busters Program provides paint, supplies and training to assist groups with eliminating
graffiti. The City will also remove the graffiti from private property with written
permission from the property owner. Call 602-495-7014.

Lifeguards Wanted!
City of Phoenix is looking to hire hundreds of
dedicated, fun teenagers to be city lifeguards for
the Summer 2022 pool season. Being a lifeguard is
a rewarding experience where teenagers will make
new friends, learn new skills, and be responsible
for the well-being of Phoenix children while they
are cooling off during the hot Summer months. And
of course, it's a lot of fun!
To be a lifeguard, the teenager must complete a
lifeguard certification course. Teens must be 15 by
the end of course to enroll. After that, interviews
are taking place beginning March 5. Don’t wait –
apply now for both lifeguard and cashier positions.
Start here: Phoenix.gov/Lifeguard. There’s a
reason so many of our lifeguards return year after
year. See why on their special Instagram account
@PHXLifeguards.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
EMERGENCY Police/Fire
Police CRIME STOP
Police General Information
SILENT WITNESS
Mayor Kate Gallego
D1 Councilmember Ann O’Brien
Abandoned Shopping Cart
Abandoned Vehicle on street
AZ Humane Society 8am-6pm
Barking Dogs
Complaints on Mosquitoes
Dead Animal Pickup
Dial-A-Ride
Gang Hotline
Garbage Collection
General Investigations
GRAFFITI Busters Hotline
Green Swimming Pools
Illegal Dumping
Liquor Complaints
Loud Party Reporting
Narcotic Complaints
Parking Complaints
Poison Control
Prostitution (Vice) Hotline
Rabies/Animal Control
Spay Neuter Hotline
Speeding/Traffic Hotline
Street Light Maintenance
Street Repairs
Traffic Signal malfunction
Traffic Signs damage
Transient Enforcement

911
602-262-6151
602-262-7626
480-WITNESS / 480-948-6377
602-262-7111
602-262-7444
602-CRT-PKUP
602-262-6151
602-997-7585
602-262-6466
602-506-6616
602-262-6791
602-253-5300
602-534-4264
602-262-7251
602-262-6141
602-534-4444
602-506-6616
602-262-7251
602-438-6625
602-262-6151
602-275-5886
602-262-6151
602-253-3334
602-426-1231
602-506-7387
602-265-7729
602-534-7733
602-495-5125
602-262-6441
602-262-6021
602-262-4659
602-534-4444

